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AT NIKE TEAM NATIONALS (NTN)

Manlius NY girls defend title,
Naperville boys emerge as the latest lllinois power

by Dave Devine, assistant news editorPortland, Oregon

In the first three incarnations of the Nike Team Nationals, despite the best efforts of high school cross country squads from
the far reaches of the nation, club teams from either lllinois or the Northeastern US—and primarily New York—have kept a
stranglehold on the boys’ and girls’ championship titles. That didn’t change Saturday at the 4th annual team national event,
as Naperville IL (Neuqua Valley) followed individual winner Chris Derrick across the line for a narrow two-point victory over
Los Alamos NM in the boys’ race, and the Manlius NY girls (Fayetteville-Manlius) successfully defended their 2006 title with
a sterling 83-point run which left them well clear of runners-up Newhall CA (Saugus).

The blustery, snow-dusted day began with the impressive sight of a clutch of Kenyan boys picking their way along the driest
sections of a muddied course, knifing through the wind en route to a perfect score of 15 in the Boys Open race. Last year’s
Open winner, Paul Lonyangata, was fourth for the Kenyan contingent this year, but all five runners were under his 2006
winning time, led by newcomer Justine Cheruiyot in 15:24.6 and last year’s runner-up, Philemon Rono, second again in
15:27.2. The first American across was Demitri Goutos (Apaches), sixth in 16:34.8, while the top US squad in the Boys Open
was Vista Murrieta CA, trying to make up for the disappointment of missing an at-large bid to the championship race with
their 61-point runner-up showing.

The scoring in the Girls Open race was slightly closer, due to a toothache that severely hindered Kenya’s fifth runner, Emmy
Kerich, and left her well back in the field. Up front, however, her teammates easily secured the top four places behind
Valentine Koech’s 17:59.5 victory. Jessica Barnard (Little Branch CA), was the leading US finisher, grabbing fifth place with
her 19:38.9 tour of the course. Dana Hills CA managed to scramble closest to the Kenyan contingent with their 86-point
second place effort.

Next on the slate was the Boys Championship race, which promised not only a compelling team battle, but a riveting
individual clash between favorites Chris Derrick (Naperville IL), Colby Lowe (Carroll TX) and Ben Johnson (Albuquerque
NM). The early stages of the race held to form as those three separated in the opening mile, but then Lowe and Derrick drew
clear as Johnson slipped off the back into no man’s land. Lowe and Derrick would duel until the final kilometer, when
Derrick pulled away for a 15:39.8 win that would have placed him firmly among the Kenyan pack in the Open race. Lowe was
only a few strides back in 15:42.8, while Johnson held on gamely for third in 16:20.7.

Derrick’s Naperville team certainly needed his single-digit starter, and an epic run from rebounding #2 man 125-127. Los
Alamos placed their top four within a mind-boggling 7 seconds of each other to upset the 125-127. Los Alamos placed their
top four within a mind-boggling 7 seconds of each other to upset the formcharts with their valiant second-place run, and cap
a tremendous season for New Mexico squads which also saw the Ben Johnson-led Albuquerque team finish third with 134.
The Woodlands TX, which led through the early kilometers after an ambitious start, held on for fourth, with 197 points.

The Girls Championship race saw no such drama in the team scoring, as defending champions Manlius XC asserted
themselves in the opening kilo and never let up. Placing three in the top ten of a field which featured multiple Foot Locker-
caliber individuals, Manlius simply dominated the team competition, scoring 83 points to Newhall CA’s 171 and Kinetic’s
(Saratoga NY) 194. Hanover NH (4th — 206) and Burnt Hills NY (5th 209) made it four teams from the Northeast in the top five
slots.

Sixth place squad Caution XC (Mountain Brook AL) was fronted by perhaps the biggest surprise of the day: junior Madeline
Morgan gapping pre-race favorite Katie Flood (Des Moines |A) in the closing kilometer to post an 18:54.5 victory. Morgan
had impressed with big performances early-- 2nd at the Bob Firman Invitational--and late--winning at the NTN Southeast
regional--but was nonetheless flying slightly under the radar compared to some of the other girls in the race. Flood stayed
close for second (19:04.3), while hard-charging NTN NY Regional winner Samantha Roecker (Burnt Hills NY) blew past
Kinetic’s Hannah Davidson on the homestretch to claim third (19:06.9) to Davidson’s fourth (19:08).



