MAGIC
Authored BY Bill Mepham

Freshman Sophia Roweri stood in the night air with the hopes of Lincoln-sSudbury's girls track team. on her
shoulders. The bulk of the crowd that had attended the All-State track meet had long sinee Left, Leaving the pole
vaulters and their spectators, as well and L-S and Bromfield High School supporters and athletes, to witness the
dramatic finish to the meet’s competition. For L-S to win, they needed at least a second place in the pole vault,
and five girls had already cleaved 10 feet, with Sophia doww. to her last jump at that height.

There was a touch of magic in the air all day long for the Lincoln-Sudbury girl's track team. The team was a
long shot to win the team competition, as they were only able to qualify six athletes from the Class A meet:
senlor captain Fiona Rowmeri, four sopnomores, and a freshman. The preliminary projections had thew at 15th
out of over 150 schools that had at Least one athlete that had qualified. They had a chance, but everything had to
go perfectly for the team to win. They needed a Little magic.

Sophowmore Emily Mepham set the tone as the first athlete from L-S to compete. The top eight finishers in an
event Scove polnts on & 10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1 scale. As the eighth seed, Emily was projected to earn a single point.
Instead she chose the biggest meet of the year to run a 2:17 personal record, holding off a Bromfield competitor
for thivd place and a huge six points for the team. With those six polnts the hint of magic first tinged the atr.

L-S next caught a break in the 400 as the top seed, Aranxta King of Medford, seratched from the event in order
to concentrate on the triple jump and protect a balky hamstring. Sophomore Dana Jameison capitalized on this
change and moved up from the fifth seed in the race and finished in fourth, earning the team another five
points, increasing the teawm total to eleven.

And there it would stay until the end of the meet, as the only other events tn which L-S was entered were the Last
two events of the day: the 4 by 400 relay and the pole vault. L-sS watched and waited as DCL rivals Newton
South and Acton Boxboro ran up points, as did Bridgewater-Rayhnam and Bromfield.

Bromfield placed second in the 4x800 relay to finish up their scoring for the day with 28 points, and a two point
Lead over the indoor state track champlon Acton-Boxboro. L-S watched the next relay anxiously as Acton-
Boxoboro toed the Line, for A-B had the second seeded 4x100 team and was Looking to put the meet out of reach.
Magic struck again, however this time it was a dark magic. A-8's Jill Crowley tragically pulled a hamstring
during the race and A-B finished out of the ruaning, dashing their title hopes and ending a brilliant afternoon
for the A-B team.

Bromfleld next had to worry about the 4x4.00 relay, as it featured the top seed Bridgewater-Rayhnam, and a win
by B-R would have put thew in first place by a point. Bromfield was unaware of the true danger, for L-S was
nowhere on the Leader board at that time. L-S had to make up 17 points in just two events to overtake Bromfield,
and maybe wore to defeat Bridgewater-Rayhnam. it was a tall order. The 4x400 relay team was seeded fifth,
quite an accomplishment for a group of sophomores, but still a far cry from what was necessary for the title.
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