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Before the official result. bad.evell been anIlOI:D:Ited. CheroIiee
coach Cbria TateDo was alre8dy looking ahead.

It •••• about 15 minutes aft.cr Cborobe High Scbool's girls
C'IlIIII counby team bad det'eaI.ed Shawnee by one paint to claim !
the So¢h Jersey Group 4 cbampIonahip the Renegades had won !,
12 of the pnMous 1.3 years. ~

A1ld Tarello's ~ was clear. .'.1

U III/! won, d.on~ let it go 10 your 11m
"I just oaked them all to prorniM me ~batever bappena, what,.

ever ICOI1I they ann~ get ,
grounded very quickly,· Tan1lo
said. "I told them we're atill
golng 'W to the stato meet think· '.
ing that we're still chasing Shawnee. They're still the standard.
'\'beyre still the defen.diDg MeetofCbampiona wUmera with their
top tl:ln!e rIJlUIel'S back.' .

Shawnee and Cherokee, ranked No. 2 and No. 3 in the state.
race again tomom>w at the stam Group 4 meet OYerHolmdel.
County Park's rolling 5,ooo.meter CQUl'!e.. The sho~ is the
ninth fl12 rnces and begins 1111:20 p.m, .

Shawnee, one of the IlI<l&t IIUCI:IlS5ful girls XC programs in state
bistoty, 1ast year won ibl sixth 5tII1e title ainI:e 1990 and went on
to win the Meet of Champions ODe WI!eklatet.

Shawnee baa finished among the top four in the state GroIlP 4,
meet 13 conaecu.tive yeaB. Cherokee, whith never even reac:hed
the state meet untiJ two YllBnI£O, finished llth in 2001 and sixth

··last~. '
~'s 63-64. win at Delsea.last Sa~ was the Chic&'

first OVeT Shawnee in nearly 100 meetings.
'That was a big mental bonier, but we can't assume because

.we beat them once that weN going to beat them again.," saidAluy
Domowitch; the only senior in.Cherokee's top five. "We eanjust as

. . easily lose to them next time. That's why we have to keep doing
the things that got \l8 here. We can\ take anything fur granted."

How c10se ore these two tea.ms?
. At sectionals, Cheroltoo's five. s<:orers averaged 19:47.
Shn.wnee'a five were actually faster, avernging 19:44.
. In a race with 116 competitors, Cherokee's scorers all finished

between tint and 23rd and Shawnee's between IJeCOndand 25th.
Cherokee's five finished in Il 94-eec0od pack. Sh.awnee'a In 0.

95--scc:ondpack.
"We know we're capable of coming back and clmnging the

result," Shawnee's Katie Quinn said. "They'w been in the back of
OW' minds all year because they've been 10 close to as awry moot,
but 1 think now we rully know how good we are and how well we
have to run to beat them..

'I'his won't be a two-team race. RidKewood, Morriatown, Old
Bridge and ToIllS Riv r East could also be in the mix,

But Cberokee and Shawnee both have a frontrunner -
Cherokee'. Lisa Burkholder and Shawnee's KIm BOnner finished
first and second at sectionab - and both h3ve been very CIlJlSis..
tent this tlill. .

It will take a VflJ;y good effort to break up 8 1-2 Cherokee-
Shawnee finish 0118way or MOther.

"We can't get a big bead, - said Burkholder, who like teammates
Abby Anderson and Megan Siler is a finlt-year cross country run-
ner. "We can't be coo.tent with winni.ng South Jersey.

"1 know Shawnee is going to come back really strong. They
want to get WI back and I expect them to run even .tronger than
they did at sectiocals, •

Also in Cherokee's top seven are junior MI!\."lUl O'leary, SCIllIIr
Kate Burkholder and junior Caitlin O'Malley. Junior Darcy '
Colligan and sophomore Heather Krawiec also ran vllt'llity thilI

·full for the Chiefs,


