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Cherokee runners glad they made the switch

FRANKLIN TWP — Any-
body who ever t‘hought Ccross
country was an Individual sport
never met the Cherokee High
School girls' teatm.

The Chiefs are more like two
teams,

Amazingly, three of Chero-
kee’s top five runtiers switched
from their school's soccer team
to cross country inithe last two
seasons. The move to retire
their cleats and lace up running
shoes was the best change of
footwear since Michael Jordan
put down his ba 1 spikes
and returned to

Fven more amaging, these
converts carried the Chiefs to
their first championShip of any

kind in the program's 18-year cer

history on Saturday.

Wait, this gets better.

Lisa Burkholder, ‘Amy Do-
mowitch and Abbey Anderson
ali switched over from.soccer to
help Cherokee, No. 2 in the Cou-
rier-Post Top 20, not only win a
championship but the South
Jersey Group 4 sectionals. And,
in doing so, they teamed With se-
nior Megan O'Leary and fresh-
man Megan Siler to beat No. 1-
ranked Shawnee, which has
won 13 sectional titles to tie Had-
donfield for the most th
Jersay history.

These girls who used o kick
the soccer ball around art now
the first Cherokee team tdever
beat Shawnee in any race. Fig-
uring these two Lenape School
District rivals meet four to five
times a season, well, that's a lot
of miles to run on empty.

“Fhis is incredible,” Domow-

itch said after just two points
(62-64) decided the outcome on
the Delsea High School course.
“I've played sports my whole
life, but this is unlike anything

I've ever experienced. It's in-
credible.”

It sure is.

Even more incredible, Burk-
holder won the individual title.
At this time last year, she was
on the Cherokee freshman soc-

team.

“I don't know why I didn't do
cross country last year,” Burk-
holder said, shaking her head.

The sophomore clocked in at
18 minutes, 50 seconds to hold
off Shawnee senfor Kim Bonner
(18:58) for the top spot. O'Leary
finished seventh (19:30), Ander-
son took 15th (20:02), Domowitch
placed 17th (20:11) and Siler
came up with the final counting
points at 23rd (20:24).

Like Burkholder, Anderson
left soccer after her freshman
season last year. Domowitch, a
senior, was expected to be the
Chiefs’ starting goalie last year.
But after two days of soccer
practice, she crossed over to

running.
“] think the attitude we have

Chiefs’ Olympic Conference
American Division champion-
ship basketball team.

“Not only do we have an atti-

that we are going to beat you.”

That has to be how they beat
Shawnee's talented pack of long-
time runners.

— you can only get from playing world.

team sports,” said Domowitch,

who was also a good enough ath-
lete to start last year on the

“Incredible,” utd Kate, the
Chiefs’ sixth runner, who fin-
ished 37th in 21:02. “I could nev-

er imagine being a runner and
then to be a part of this — it is
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O'Leary was the only Chero-
kee runner returning from the
Chiefs’ top five of last season.
And that was from a team that
finished fifth in the sectionals.

O'Leary, however, played 11
years of youth soccer, so she,
too, had the roundball attitude
in her stride.
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Group 4 girls' race at Deisea.

“This is a team sport,”
O'Leary said. “You have to do
everything for the team "

The Chiefs do everything for
the team, too. Lisa and Kate
Burkholder might be the only
blood sisters, but they all act and
care about each other as Iif they
were siblings.

“We do everything together,”
O'Leary said.

Domowitch said, “We've
built a strong bond — the way

this sport is, you have to be
close.”

Cherokee coach Chris Tarel-
lo, & runner and 1992 Shawnee
graduate, also believes his for-
mer soccer players packed more
than endurance into their new
sport.

“They all brought very com-
petitive attitudes,” Tarello said
“Sometimes, nmners can be in-
troverted, but they came with
chips on their shoulders. They
came in and weren't scared, and
they were not going to be intimi-
dated or be pushed around.”

It must be noted the Chero-
kee girls’ soccer team is doing
just fine, too. The Chiefs, No. 4
in South Jersey by the Courier-
Post, defeated No. 3 Lenape this
week to advance to the semifi-
nals of the Group 4 tournament.
Ironically, Cherokee will play
No. 1 Shawnee on Monday.

The Chiefs should do well
against the Renegades If they
bring the same attitude the for-
mer Cherokee soccer players
did against Shawnee.

After all, they know what it
takes to be a team.

And now a champion.

“It is more of a team sport
than any others because you
have to be dedicated and you
have to have trust,” Anderson
said. “If you are not willing to go
through hell for your team-
mates, than you're not even try-
ing.”

Reach Kavin Callahan at kcena
han@ courie ine.com




