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-....""....nkee
FR NKLIN TWP. - Any·

body ho ever thoul11\ cros
country was an Indl\rJdQal sport
n=ver m t tbe ell roJlee HIgh
Sch I girls' teatri. •

The Chlefs ore III Uke two
l"amR.

Amazingly. three of Chero-
kee's top five nnul iI"9 sWitched
from their hool's soccer team
III 'nss country I"'the last two
S 85 US. 'l'h!' moVe to r tlre
their cleat, and la up ruJU1Ing
<ho(' was the bet! chang or
(001 ear since MI 11 I Jordan
put down his bas 1 spikes
And returned to bas 'tbalJ.

Rven more IUlU\C1ng,th
ennv rts carried t/l Chl f: to
lb It Oml champlonshlp of MY
kind In the progrorft's la-Year
hillory on Satunlay.

W It, tills better,
Lila Burkhol!lp.r, Amy Do-

mowltch nnd Abt y Anderson
all Wltcbed over rrom to
help Cherokee, No.2 ill the QIu.
I r·f'vst Top 20, not only will a
champl n hip but thil South
J l"Sl'y Group 4 onsls. And.
indoingro, tb y teamCtl WIth se-
IIior legan O'Leary ahd fresh·
,":111 1egnll Slier to beat No.1·
rank d hawnee, wl\ic~ has
W,')JI 13o;ecticnalu ~tl Harl·
(I(m[jeld for the most U\ uth
J rsev hi lory.

Trn-se girl~ who used Ii)kick
thp <:(lCCP.!" ball around sri now
Ihe [j t Cnerokee team t ver
at hawnee In any race.·Fig.

urmg Ih t 0 Lenape Sc 001
District rivals meet four to nve
tunes a ;) n, well, that's a lot
of mlles to run on empty.

'"nlis Is tncredible," Domo,,·

Kevin
Callahan

Itch said after just two points
(62-&1)decided th outcome on
th Dels a Hlab School course.
"I've played sports my whol
llfu, but this Is uiillke anything
I've ever eXPerienced. It's In-
aedfble."

It sure I .
Even more incredible, BllTki

holder won the lndtvidual title.
At this time year, he was
on the Cherokee treshman 800-
cer team,

"I don't know why Id!dn't de
cross country last Yf!U," Burk-
holder Id., baklJ her head.

The IlOphomore cloclted In at
18 mlnut 50 seconds to bold
off Shawnee senior Kim Bonner
(18:58) Cor the top pot O'Leary
finished seventh (19:80), Ander·
6OJ1 t ik15th (».02), Domowitch
placed J7th (20:11) and Siler
came uP with the final countlng
points at 23rd (».24).

LIJceBurkholder, Andenon
left soccer aOer her CresJunan
season last year. Domowttch, a
senior, was expected to be the
Chiefs' IJlarttn.g (IOIllleIa&tyear.
But after today, of soccer
prscttce, she crossed over to
running.

"I think the attitude have
- you call onJy aet from p13ylng
team. poets," said Domowltch,
who was also a i'OOd enough ath-
lete to start lut year on the

Chiefs' OlympIc Conference
AmeriClUl Division champion-
ship basketball teem.

"Net only do we have an atti-
tude that we are gain to work
hanJ, but we bave the attitude
that we ate colng to beat you."

That lw to be how they beat
Sh wnee', talented pack oClong.
time runners,

Their fiery attitude wu ru.
eled by oonfidence, too. Ch ro-
kee knew Its sister school had to
be bearIns Its becal1S8
It lost by just 13 points to tho
Renegades two w kIIago,1n the
Burlington Co\mty Open.

''Th18 Is buge fOr the pr0-
gram, - Domowltch said. "Th
})l"Ogl'8J1) can only keep getting
better:"

Shawnee had won 12 straight
Group 4. tltl before losing to
Toms River East year In the
sectlonals. ~ Renegades, bow-
ever. bounoed back and won the
Meet.of.Cbamplons iastyear. So,
they aren't done runnq yel
Not with the state meet tbls
weekend.

"Thls Isn't to say we are ga-
ing to beat them from here on -
we &tUl have to work. hard, " [)o.
mowttch said, "but this pub
Sbawn OIlOW' el"

Domowitch and Kate Burk·
bolder, the nlor sister of.LIsa
who IWit.ched over from soccer
this 6eaJOlI, were named co-eap-
Wns and deeerve credit for
brlngjng this collection ofeoccer
players to the top of.the ninnlng
world.

"IncredJbJe,' said Kate, the
ChIelS'sIxth runner, who !In.
!shed 37th In 21:02.. "I rou.Id nev·

they made the switch

CIfIIS lJICtWl/
u.a Burkhofder of Cherokee (light) gets a hug from teammate Me-'*' 0,->" foIIowIrtI file Group 4 81r1s' race at DelMa.

er imagIne beIng a runner and
then to be a part olthls - It Is
melhlng 1wID remember rot'-

ever."
01Alary was the only Chero-

kee runner returning from the
Chiefs' top five of last n,
And that W8$ from a team lhat
IlnJshed fifth in the sectlonaJs.

O'Leary, however, played II
years of youth soccer. so sh ,
too, had the roundball atUlude
In her stride.

"This Is a team sport,"
O'Leary ill. "You hay to do
everythlng for the team. "

~ ChIefS do everything for
the team, too. Lisa and Kate
Burkholder m1&ht be the only
blood sisters, but they aJiact and
care about each other as if they
were slbUngs.

"We do everything together, ~
O'Leal}' said.

Domowitch said, "We've
buUt a strong bond - the way

this sport Is, you have to be
cIose."

Cherokee coach Chrts Tarel-
10, a runner and 1992Shawnee
graduate, also believes his tor-
mer soccer pla¥~ packed more
than endurance Into their new
sport.

"They all brought very corn-
petitive attltud ," Tarello said.
"Sometimes, runners can be In-
troverted. bllt they came wlth
chips on their shoulders, '!'hey
carne 111 and weren't scared. and
th y were not going to be lntlml-
dated or be pushed around,"

11mu t be noted the Chern-
It alrls' soccer team Is doing
just fin , too. The Chief! , No. ~
In uth Jersey by the Courier-
Post, d feated No.3 Lenapo this
week to advance to the semifi·
nals of the Group 4 tournament.
Irnnlcally, Cherokee will play
No.1 Shawnee on MOl1day.

'!'he 'h h:{s shou lrl do well
against the Renegades If they
bring the !UlJ11' ettltude the for-
mer Cherokee soccer players
did against Shawnee,

After all, they 1tll0~what It
takes to be a team.

And now a champion.
"It is more of a learn sport

than any oUlers because you
have to be dedicated and you
have to have tru I." Anderson
said. "If you are not willing to go
through hell for your team-
mates, than you're no! even try.
Ing. "

Reach Kevin Callahan al kcana·
henO(lOlJfierpOSIOnlif18 com


