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New. coach, high
hopes for Chiefs

The Cherokee High School girls
cross COUDtryteam has a new coach
when the Chiefs open against Triton
and Cherry Hill East next week.

Chris Tarello, a fonner standout

track runner at Shawnee High School
and Rider University, takes over the
belm for Amy Bodine.

An assistant to Stephen Shaklee
for ~berokee boys team last fall,
TareU~as hired in late July. :

ThiS isn'tTarello's first head
coaching position. Three years ago,
be went 6-2 as coach cJf the Sacred. ;
Heart girls cross COUDtryteam, then _
guided the school's indoor girls pro-
gram the same year.

1bc Chiefs are short on numbers . :
Page 12, p!eqe ,

Cross Country. .

~ . Continued from Page 11
l-ffor'Tare'llo!s firit~. Th~ are
f:..onty 11 girls out, including jusf ODe

freshman.

I "I was hired before I had a chance
to talk to any of the girls (about com-
ing out for the team)," said TarelJo,
who was an assistant distance coach

· for Shawnee's girls track program
the last two years. .
. Five letterwinners returning from
'last year's 4-4 learn make up the
'llucleus of this Year~ssquad: .

Junior Michelle Bilicki, who won
last Saturday's bome saimmage with .
Lenape, Delran and Rancocas Valley
.in 20:57, heads the list of returnees,
.Joog with seniors Melissa Raw, Julie

:Harms. Shirl Greenstein and Sara
~Brown. . '. .I . "'mhoping we're going to have a
Istrong top three, tt said Tarello, who is
'.a history teacher at Cherokee.
-;••Michelle (Bilicki) has been one of
our top iunners. Melissa Razo and
Julie Harms trained for the first time
this summer and are looking phe-

·nomenal," . .
Promising newcomers include

sophomores Lauren Jones and Emma
·-Rastelli 'and freshman' Jenna
Viggiano.



• > - Cherokee
, -. Coach: Chris Tarello

: • 1998 division record: 4-4
t • 1998 overall record.: 4-4 - -
. • Returnees: Michelle Bilicki
(ir.), Julie Harms (sr.), Melissa
.Razo, .Sara Brown -and Shiri .;
Greenstein.

~ • Newcomers: Lauren Junes
-Jessica Caccamo, Emma Rastelli
and Jenna Viggiano. _ _

• 'Iop Returnee: Bilicki was
..-/ fourth in the Burlington County

-Open and 11th in South -Jersey
:.Group 4 last year. "Michelle has
worked hard all summer along
with Razo and Harms to lead a
strong top three," Tarello said.

• Outlook: "Weare a team with
-quality athletes," Tarello said.
"However, we lack the depth to
compete with the top teams in
South Jersey." _

• The BCT .says: Tarello has
-enough returnees to make' his'
.adjustment to the helm a little eas-
-ier, Look for Bilicki to make a lot of
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'8uRUNG1oN COUNlY TIMES

·~ha~~i
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~..It appeai-s -to -ix;~the-Cune old
aWry, just a different year, if -you
~llow the Shawnee High School
girls C!'08S ClOunttyprogram. Mike
Yurcho'ssquad looks to be the-team
~ beat once again in the very diffi-
.eult Olympic Conference American
Division race. . . _
. Led by 4IeIliorJenna Darcy; the

1998 Burlington County .Times
Runner of.the Year, the Renegades

:,maynot miss a beat as they pursue
~eir -fourth -straigbt Olympic
It\merican title. They've -ruled the
,division .sinee joining the confer-
. ee un 1996. For that matter
they've ruled Group 4 on the. sec~
tional and etate level throughout
the 1990s.. _.' .. , .
, Cherokee welcomes .first-year
coach Chris Thrello and he has five
nmners ·with varsity experience .
ted by ~or standout ~chell~
Bilicki. It probably won't be enough
for the Chiefs to stay with
Shawnee, but they should be able
to stay with just about .everyone

reJgein the division. .
If depth is to be 8 factor in the
ympic, don't count out .Lenape.

Mike DiBenedetto has seen a lot of
.familiar .faces in practice led by
senior Lindsay Scarboro~ Time

. tell if it pa~ off. '~ .

..Following is - 8 ~ce at the
untts teams in <the Ol~pic

Amencan: .- '-,
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Preseason T()p 20
School '98 '98

Rae. RMk
1. Shawnee

, ,
8-{) 1

2. WoodrfNi Wilson 7-1 3
3. Moorestowh

. I t-e 2
4. Bishop Eustace 8-0 7
5. Middle Twp. 9-1 13
8. Washingtdo Twp. 6-2 4

-7. MaKlland 8-2 15
8. Kingswav 12-1 14
9. Haddonfield 6-() 6

10. Eastern 6-2 19
11. Paul VI 6-2 10
12. Ocean City 8-1 . 8
13. Buena 11-1 5
14. Overbrook 4-4 -
15. lenape 3-5 18
16. Ab~1 6-4 -
17. Cherokee 4-4 -
18. Bridgeton 10-2 -
19. Holy Cross 6-1 11
20. Maple Shade 5-3 -
The Top 20 Poll is S81eded bv staff WIlIerJell
Woh i1 ~ion wiIh 81'81ICOIIIChes.
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.OLYMPIC AMERICAN

cO.ich: Chris TareIIo. 1811M8Q1l
lMl --.: 4-4 lMIflII MeIiIIIIa
RRa'nIng rurwwra: (5) ~ Hanna. Sr.; .
Bazo, Sr; Michele SiIIdd. Jr.; SMa Brown. Sr.•
Shiri G~. Sr.
•••• rurwwra: (1) L.aunIn Jones. So.
~ Tht '-" tw:t • good UMlII'.


