L(;herokee girls pull off stunner
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FRANKLIN TWP. — Assistant coach Mark
Jarvis keeps the records. He's not sure about the
numbers, could be missing a few meets.

Even without an exact number, you get the
idea.

Before yesterday, Cherokee High School’s girls
cross country team had something like an 0-96
record in school history against district rival
Shawnee.

Give or take a few. :

“Oh and 100,” head coach Chris Tarello said:
“That’s what we were up against.”

Before meet‘:iu year, Tarello told his

After meet this year, he told them, hey,
don'tworer;exwtit.youcanbeatﬂwmnutﬁme.

But they never did. :

Not until the biggest meet yet.

“Our theme for the year was that we were
going to throw everything we had at them every

time we ran them,” said Tarello, a 1:54 half-miler
for Shawnee in the early 1990s. “If they beat us,
they were going to beat us because they're a bet-
ter team and not because we didn't work hard

enosug:m beat Cherckee in a dual meet. In the
South Jersey Open. In the county meet. In the
conference meet.

Every time they met — from the fall of 1985
through the conference meet nine days ago —
Shawnee came out on top. ¢

Until 4 "

With’thmﬁ.tsbyearmnminihtopﬁv_e,
Cherokee won the first sectional championship in
school history, edging Shawnee — the state’s sec-
ond-ranked team — by two points. - '

“Until they announced it, I didn’t believe it,”
said - Amy Domowitch, the. only<senior in
Cherokee’s top five. “People were telling us, ‘I
think you won,’ but we weren't going to celebrate
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until we heard it. We were pretty sure, but nobody want-
ed to say anything until it was official,”

Sophomore Lisa Burkholder covered Delsea’s flat
5,000-meter course in 18:50, junior Megan O’Leary
placed seventh, and sophomore Abbey Anderson,
Domowitch and freshman Megan Siler ran 15th, 17th

: 's Lisa Burkholder (tront) leads the pack during
Cherokee High School's Lisa Bu ( t)he S iote win the

yesterday. Burkholder’s first-place finish

e
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the South Jersey Group 4 rac
crown.

and 23rd.
Cherokee, ranked fifth in the state, finished with a

62-64 margin of victory, with No. 7 Toms River East not
far back at 73,

*Shawnee’s a legend,” Domowitch said. “They've been

80 for so long, it’s easy to think, ‘We're not posed
mﬁogn their level, we can't beat M‘Gs%:er
that mental barrier was the toughest thing. But Ho
o tqﬂinggs,‘!tcanhappen, it can happen,’ and today

Sbnv.vneelgasplacedinthetopsixatmeMeeto(
ight years, winning three times —
inciding gty ©

year.

In those 13 years, the Renegades have won six state
dnmpiomhxrand 12 South Jersey.

Cherokee? Barely had a team before Tarello arrived

o e

“My an year, we weren't close to them,”
O'Leary said. “Last year, we started getting closer, and
this year we knew we could beat them if we all ran well
on the same day. Every week we gave a little more and
little more and today we put it all together.”

Cherokee is the first South Jersey public school other
than Shawnee to win a South Jersey Group 4 title.
Ocean County schools — Toms River North and East
and Brick — won 13 titles since the meet’s inception in
1976 and Paul VI won in 1989, when parochial schools
competed at sectionals.

B\n'kho!derisonlyuwfousrgh;muntygil:ltowinthe
Group 4 race, joining three wnee girls — Deanna
Germaminms,mGoldsmininIQQOmduszm
from 1992 1994,

“This is huge,” Burkholder said. “Shawnee is what
motivates us. If we didn’t run against them every week-
end, I don’t think any of us would be doing this well.

They us in practice. Every time they've beaten us,
we've back quickly. We looked at every meet as
a new opportunity.”

Shawnee and Cherokee will meet again on Saturday
in the state Group 4 championships at Holmdel County
Park. Also in the mix will be Ridgewood, Old Bridge and
Morristown.

Last year, Shawnee lost at sectionals but didn't lose
again.

“Most of us went through that, so we know we're
capable of doing it,” Shawnee’s Quinn said. “But it’s still
a little sad to go through it again.

“We knew Cherokee was good, but I don't think we -
realized just how good they were. They proved it today.”.

The difference was the addition of Siler to Cherckee's
lineup. This was only the third varsity race of her career,
and she ran 20:24, beating Shawnee’s fifth runner by
two spots.

That was the difference.

“We knew she had a lot of talent,” O'Leary said. “It

was just a matter of confidence and today she ran the'

way we knew she’s capable of

Moorestown's streak of six straight titles ended when
the Quakers placed second to Ocean City, 38-67. Kate
Laramie broke 20 minutes for Moorestown, placing sev-
enth in 19:50.

Maple Shade advanced to states by placing fourth in

Group 1. Freshman Lindsay McGonigle led the Wildeats,

in eighth place.




The Cherokee girls cross country team made history on
November 8 and they couldn’t have picked a better time.

Cherokee had never beaten its rivals from Shawnee. The
Renegades have been the dommanttwn in South]ascyover

~_with a time of 20:02. Amy Do
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“swretch to take the tide:
“It looked like the same thing again,””
—said. 'Wc)ustneededmholdonmdﬁnnhthnnoeoﬂ'
“They were able to do that and people were coming up to us
“and congrarularing us. I dxdn t want to get ahead ofmysdf
until T knew it was over.”
The win was especially satisfying for Tarello. Heisa 1992
graduate of Shawnee. However, Tarello is. pmud of the p(o-

“It was specml beause 1 cani itndcrs&xd)nom ehing

mean to Shawnee,” Tarello said. “I’s a very special mdmoa
that they have there. I love my alma  mater. | wouldn Qe
“who I am roday mthoutShawncc* But 'm | p

validation for us.”
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