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time we ran them," said Tare1lo, a 1:54 half·miler
rlrriO~ for Shawnee in the early 19908. "If they beat UlI,

~KLIN TWP. - Assistant coach Mark they were going to beat us because they're 0. bet- until we heard it..Wewere pretty sure, but nobody want.
Jarvis keeps the records. He's not SUTeabout the tel' team and not because we didn't work hard ed to say anything until it was official:
numben, could be missing a few m ts, enough," Sophomore Lisa Burkholder covered Delsea's flat

Even without an exact number, you get the Shawnee beat Cherokee in a dual meet. In the 5,OOO-meter course in 18:50, junior !(egan O'Leary
idea South Jersey Open. In the county meet. In the placed seventh, and sophomore Abbey Anderson
Before yesterday, Cherokee High School's girls conference meet. Domowitch and freshman Megan Siler ran 15th, 17th

cross country team JIad something like an ()"96 Every tmte they met - from the fall of 1985 and 23rd.
record in school history against district rival tblough the conference meet nine days ago - Cherokee, ranked fifth in the state, finished with a
Shawnee. Shawnee came out on top. ~ margin of victory, with No.7 Toms River East not

Give or take a few. . Until yesterday. far back at 73. ,
"Db and 100,~ head cOach Chris TareJlo said: With three first-year n.umen hi ita top live, "Shawnee'u legend," Domowitch said. '"nIey've been .

'That'a what e were up against. - Cherokee won the first sectional championship in 80 good for eo long, it's easy to think, 'We're not supposed
Before every meet this year, Tarello told his school history, edging Shawnee - the atate's see> to be on their level, we can't beat them.' Getting over

""'ls they could beat Shawnee. end-ranked team -- by two points. =, \ that mental barrier waa the tough t H.'"_ But '!'arello
-After every meet this year, he told them, hey, 41ntil they announced it, I didn'~:be1ieve it,· kept telling us, 'It can happen, it can ~,' and today I
don't won-y about it, you can beat them next time. laid Amy Domowitch, the. only' - mor in it happened.·
But they never did. ·Chetokee's top five. "People were ~ us, 'I Shawnee has placed in the top six at the Meet of:
Not until the biggest meet yet. think you won.: b':lt we weren't going to celebrate Champions 13 straight·years, winning three times _:
"Our tbem.e for the year waa that we were including last year. ;

going to throw everything we had at them every See CHEJlOKEE C7 In those 13 years, the Renegades have won six state .
_~ I championships and 12 South Jersey.

Cherokee1 Barely bad a team before Tarello arrived
four years BiO.

"My freshman year, we weren't cloee to them,·
O'Leary said. "Last year, we started getting closer. and
this year we knew we could beat them if we all Tell well
on the same day. Every week we gave a little more and
litt1e more and today we put it all together.- .

Cherokee is the first South Jersey public scho;oIother
than Shawnee to win a South Jersey Group 4 title.
Ocean C10untyschools - 'lbms River No,th arid Ea t
and Brick - won 13 titles since the meet's inception in
1976 and Paul VI won in 1989, when parochial schools
competed at seclionals.

Burkholder is only the fourth county girl to win the
Group 4 race. joining three Shawnee girls - Deanna
Germano in 1985, Julie Goldstein in 1990 and Liz Moore
from 1992 through 1994.

"This is buge: Burkholder said. "Shawnee is what
motivates us. If we didn't run against them every week-
end, I don't think any of UlIwould be doing this well.
They push us in practice. Every time they've beaten us,
we've bounced back quickly. We looked at every meet as
a new opportunity.-

Shawnee and Cherokee will meet again on Saturday
in the state Group 4 championships at Holmdel County
Park. Also in the mix will be Ridgewood, Old Bridge and
Morristown.

Lut year, Shawnee lost at sectionals but didn't lose
again.

1ast of WI went throug:h that, 80 we know we're·
capable of doing it," Shawnee's Quinn said. "But it's still
a tittle sad to go through it again. ,

"We knew Cherokee was good, but I don't think we
realized jUlIt how good they were. They proved it today! .

The difference was the addition of Siler to Cherokee's
lineup. This was only the third varsity mee of her career,
and she ran 20:24, beating Shawnee's fifth runner by
two spots.

That was the difference.
"We knew she had a lot of talent," O'Leary said. "It

was just a matter of confidence and today she ran the:
way we knew she's capable of."

)'1oorestown's streak of six straight titles ended when.
the Quakers placed second to Ocean City. 38-67. KaU!
Laramie broke 20 minutes CorMoorestown. placing sev-,
enth in 19:50.

Maple Shade advanced to states by placing fourth in
Group 1. Freshman Lindsay McGonigle led the Wildcats,
in eighth place. .
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Cherokee High Scf'lool' Usa BurKholder (front) lead~ the ~ck during, \tie South Jersey Group 4 rac
yesterday. Bui1<holder's first·place finish helped the Chiefs WlO lhe sectiOnal crown.
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